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SUB J : PROBABILITY OF ELECTIONS IN JUNE 1975 
REF: LA PAZ 5786 

1. PRESENT CONFIDENTIAL PLAN OF GOB CALLS FOR ISSUANCE ON 
DECEMBER 20, 1974 OF SUPREME DECREE CONVOKING NATIONAL ELECTIONS 
ON JUNE 22 OR 29, 1975. THE DECREE IS SUPPOSED TO SPECIFY WHAT 

KIND OF ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD AND IS SUPPOSED TO SPECIFICALLY 
STATE THAT PRESIDENT BANZER IS NOT ELIGIBLE TO SUCCEED HIMSELF. 

2. THE MAIN POLITICAL PROBLEMS FACING PRESIDENT BANZER OVER 
THE NEXT FEW MONTHS INVOLVE THE CHOICE OF A SUCCESSOR, AND AN 
EVALUATION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORT FOR THAT SUCCESSOR OF 
DR. PAZ ESTENSSORO. 

3. AT THIS TIME, BANZER 'S MAIN PREOCCUPATION APPEARS TO CENTER 
AROUND MAINTAINING HIS POSITION OF PREEMINENCE WITHIN THE ARMED 
FORCES SO THAT HE CAN CONTROL THE SUCCESSION PROCESS. IT IS 
PROBABLY THIS CONCERN THAT MOTIVATED HIS STATEMENT TO A 
CAMPESINO GATHERING IN COCHABAMBA ON SEPTEMBER 21 THAT HE 
WOULD BE A CANDIDATE IF THE PEOPLE SO DESIRED. THIS TACTIC, 

PLUS THE ONE OF APPEARING TO FAVOR A DIFFERENT POTENTIAL 
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IS SANJINES GOITIA, CURRENTLY AMBASSADOR TO PERU) EVIDENTLY IS 
INTENDED TO KEEP THE SUCCESSION QUESTION FLUID FOR THE TIME 
BEING. IF THE DECISION IS TO HAVE INDIRECT ELECTIONS FOR 
PRESIDENT BY A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, BANZER CONCEIVABLY COULD 
JUGGLE THE SUCCESSION ISSUE UNTIL JULY WHEN THE ELECTED 
ASSEMBLY WOULD MEET. 

4. SOMETIME DURING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN, BANZER WILL HAVE TO 
COME TO GRIPS WITH THE QUESTION OF WHETHER HIS SUCCESSOR CAN 
OBTAIN A MAJORITY OF THE URBAN VOTE WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF 
EXILED MNR LEADER VICTOR PAZ ESTENSSORO, AND IF NOT, WHAT PRICE 
TO PAY FOR THAT SUPPORT. THE SUPPORT OF THE URBAN SECTOR IS 
IMPORTANT FOR LONGER TERM POLITICAL STABILITY EVEN THOUGH IT 
IS NOT NEEDED TO WIN ELECTIONS. FOR THE TIME BEING, BANZER IS 
MAKING IT CLEAR THAT HE HAS NO INTENTION OF BRINGING PAZ BACK 
(E.G. BANZER IS INSISTING THAT THE MNR CONVENTION NOT ELECT PAZ 
AS PARTY CHIEF, BUT RATHER ELECT LEM A PELAEZ OR RUBEN JULIO, 
LONG TIME MNR LEADERS WHO CAN BE CONTROLLED BY BANZER), BUT 
THIS ATTITUDE COULD BE MODIFIED DURING THE COURSE OF THE 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 
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